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Health Care is that ofal 56 bed
ing facility geared toward caring for the
heéal hp hiejeld, bers.of the commun

\

saoully . . ¥ nursing - homes

prov1de information on quallty Heasures an A : reported between one and seven health deﬁ-
1

inspection results; the nursing'home; Sulliv \ -
County Health Care, had the high = ciencies with a. amajority in the lower'z range

of health and safety Tiola tions of any of the 11 By comparison; Merrlmack and ‘Cheshire Examples of the health deficiencies report-

state-run nursing homes in New Hampshlre county‘nurs1.ng' homes; with 286 and :150 ed at Sullivan County Health Care are the

The reports, up dated as of Dec. 4, state that “beds; respectively, had no health. deficiencies failure . to .protect residents” from mistreat-

the average number of health deﬁc1enc1es at cited during the same reporting period. ment, neglect or theft.of. personal property,
Strafford, - County, with 215 beds, had .14 :

g homes ot he s s 0% ropored nd Carll G, i 10 beds e NURSING HOME - e A
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'NURSING

ME monmeeal

failure it
care and services to getor keep
the highest quality of life possi-
ble, failure to make sure that
resuients are safe from serious
medication errors. and’ fallure
to properly mark drugs and
other similar products

One of the most serious defi-
ciencies ‘occurred March 31
when a resident hvmg in’the
MacConnell Unit — used for
people’ with deme i
eases ——mwas _abl
building around
because the magn

the hospital immediatel;
the fall 'and was dlagnosed wﬁ;h
a. spra.med left wrist. An’ adden-
dum: dated Aprll 2indicated the.
wrist was broken and the resi-
~~dent. should be re-examined.

‘ Dunng an interview:of three
staff members Aprll 10" by
‘DHHS, the members stated
they had ‘no! ‘knowledge of 'the
addendum 1nd1catmg & fr

physmlan nor ha'
nationvof ithe eft
returning : from-
hosp1ta1 evaluatlo
Dlrector of nur51

‘iday ‘activities at:the home
cople to knowithere

intment “were::
ent’s: bed51de Th_e-- resadent

he'r '1dent ot
reand the oison control

1y, .
found ‘not'to have ;& physician
“:order for the use of either of the
“ointments. R

Failure to' make su:re
‘dents are safe

‘ito properly mark ‘drugs ‘and
pther similar products
Fire code defici

n_"sany category.
mber of deficiencies
isen dramatlcally over the
i years. Durmg the

" 2006 & mspectlon Hfive ‘deficien-

cies were found and in 2005
.there Were 10

“Wheéther or. not the high
uumber of health and’ safety
mfractlons has’ et 1mpact

on the’ blhty of he nursmg
houle to

Rockmgham Coun Nursm
Home. All other tgomes fal%
: between 84.and 95 percent. .

The ‘census ‘at thé Sullivan
County nursing home currently
ranges in the'low!130s,. ori86
percent, :Jeaving ‘more-thai :20
beds unfilled. The average cen-
sus'in 2005'was. 156 and in 2006
tt was144:+The: daily loss of
income-fronrthe. unﬁlled beds is
-about $4,000 - :thus sending
the home'further into debt.

- Staffing levels 'during the
same. period have increased

from 191 in 2005 t i
2006. 0 222 in

"th'lS fiscal year: ‘ending Dec‘ 31,

ing to a :nurslng hom

According .- to. county:reports,
from the .late 11950 into the
early 1980s' the: ‘homie  was run-

‘pning at. 100 percent capacity

with a-waiting list: numbering

_ between 40 and.100:During that
_time therewas talk of expanding

_the: building : by -constructing a
‘new. wingitomeet. the demand.

‘Between 1986.and 1987 the

;home s .capacity. was reduced
from. 193 beds, to 188 beds; and

demand for the beds began to
wane. By the end of the 1990s,
the home rwas: running at 85
percent capacity until 2000
when' the number ‘of licensed

beds was again reduced to the
o current Jevel.of.156..

During; the first six months of

‘Medic

“and ‘respite care. The budget
shortfall for the month, accord-
e.report,

00

saw a major deficit at the nurs-
ing home was in 2000 when it
had a deficit of $1.5 million and
by 2002 %t had risen to $1.9
“comparison, there
25;000 surplus report-
ed in 1997 and a $168,000 sur-
plus in 1998.
At the end of fiscal 2007
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¢ ipercent of the time: She’said

'gnlﬁcantly, t
again on track toposta L $1.4 mil-
hon deficit, according to Purdy.

Inrthe, faceof such- a thigh
potentlal loss, ‘the commission-
ers requested a spending freeze
of about $800,000: affecting all
county departments*‘mcludmg
the nursingthome:

As'pa¥t of that freeze, many
capit ﬂlmprovements at-the
home 'were: slashed from the
ibudget inéluding" installation
’ tioning sys-

addltlonal $32 000" per “month.
 New auditi _.‘rules alsoktake

Stafﬁng issues and skyrock-
eting budgets '

urthelf comphcate . the

v sticking poin
health care. : ?
A spokesperson for the union
would not comment on ta-

to: Trudell the

"home is' us1ng agency nursing

sto fill unstaffed. sh1fts about15

that those working at the home

) ‘are receiving pay: compa' able
* 0 others' Workmg in‘the field.

“Finding nurses in hard and
nationwide thereis 4 short-
age,” Trudell 'said:*“In' a rural
settmg it’s even more difficult.”

- As cou_nty po]mmans enterthe

budget Season, “they’ face ever-
increasing’ costsfor hedlth care.
" In’1897; the total budget for
the couxity was $6,000. By 1971,
‘that'number had increased " to
$1.5 million ‘and ‘10 years later
hadjumped’to $4.7 million.

Within a decade, the budget
for the nursing home alone was

-$6.6 million in'1991 and in 2006
had mcreased to $11 million.

Overall ‘the statistics indi-
caté that Sulhvan ‘County
Health' Care is i poor health
‘and 15 in need of ' 'chazige'"" on
many fronts so;t can’ contmue

.part. of this
three:- part . series. will
appear. in Friday’s Eagle
Times. It will talk about the
future of. the nursing home
hkely that




